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February 9, 2022

Dear Amherst Families,

Today, Gov. Hochul lifted the statewide mask mandate for indoor businesses that was set to expire
tomorrow, but the mask requirement for schools and other congregant settings remains in effect
until at least the first week in March. She indicated that she will make an announcement on March 4
based on the latest case and positivity metrics for schools upon return from the mid-winter break. She
encourages schools to distribute at-home test kits to families before the break starts on Feb. 21 and
asks families to test prior to returning to school on Feb. 28.

ACSD Test Kit Distribution: Each building will be making At-Home COVID-19 Rapid Antigen Test kits
available to families next week. Look for information to come from your building principal. If you have
questions about the tests, please read the at-home test FAQs document. The suggested at-home test
administrations are as follows:

● First Test: Test on the evening of Sunday, Feb. 27 before returning to school on Monday, Feb.
28.

● Second Test: Test on the evening of Wednesday, March 2.

If a test result is positive, keep your child home and away from others, even if they have no symptoms;
isolate, regardless of vaccination status; contact the school nurse to determine your child’s return to
school date and submit the Positive COVID-19 Home Test Results Form to the ECDOH. If a test result
is negative, we will see your child in school; you do not need to report a negative test.

The governor also stated they are drafting updated guidance for schools to follow once the school mask
mandate has been lifted. I will share that information with you once it’s received.

The Governor’s decision on masking is at least three weeks away. This allows you time to have
conversations on what masking habits best benefits your family in the future. I predict that if the
mandate is lifted, there will be some who prefer to continue wearing a mask at school and they will be
allowed to do so. Between now and early March, there is also time for your child to get a COVID-19
vaccine and meet the 21-day two-dose requirement.

I will continue to monitor the situation and make you aware of any news. Until that time, thank you for
your patience and continued efforts to keep our schools safe for all.

Thank you,
Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent
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